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Fire Board, serving as Chairman in 2010
through 2011.

Jay joined the council with a willingness to
learn everything, a determination to probe staff
reports and to deliver for the residents of
Hillsborough. | have heard how Jay saved the
town $1 million on a computer system pur-
chase by challenging the cost.

Jay became the city’s expert on water
issues when he was appointed to a local
agency charged with serving the interests of
Peninsula cities receiving water from San
Francisco’s Hetch Hetchy system.
Hillsborough owns its own water system but is
reliant on the Hetch Hetchy system for water.
There have been a few droughts and numer-
ous public policy challenges, including an ex-
pensive capital improvement program, during
Jay’s tenure. He is described as having a
“passion” for water. He is quick to point out
opportunities to operate better and always well
prepared for the agency’s meetings.

Twice per year, Hillsborough’s civic leader-
ship gathers to compare notes and to coordi-
nate. Present are leaders from public and pri-
vate schools, the town, nonprofits and civic or-
ganizations of various types, and interested
citizens. The convocation is known as the
Hillsborough Community Roundtable and its
purpose is to let everyone know about the
plans for civic events and government serv-
ices for the next six months. Jay Benton has
presided over this semi-annual meeting and
won accolades from all involved because he is
both a good listener and, not surprisingly, a
good leader.

Jay Benton is the devoted husband of Ann
and they have been married since October 7,
1967. They have five children: Bill (Susan),
Tom (Jane), Jim (Mari), Jenny, and Andy
(Morgan). Jay also has ten grandchildren. On
December 13, 2020, the day before he steps
down from the city council, Jay will turn 80
years old, yet another example of age not
being a liability in public life.

Madam Speaker, Jay Benton will leave with
the city’s finances strong, its capital stock well
maintained, its spirits high despite the chal-
lenge of the current pandemic, and the future
of the community well charted for many years
to come. In Jay, the town has a leader who
stood the test of time. His neighbors, friends
and constituents wish Jay, in the hopeful lan-
guage of naval adventurers, fair winds and fol-
lowing seas. It has been my privilege to serve
with Jay Benton, a great local leader.
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise to honor and recognize Trent
Yaconelli, the Executive Director of St. Helena
and Calistoga Boys & Girls Club.

Trent Yaconelli was born in La Mesa, Cali-
fornia, and grew up in Yreka, California. In
1993, he graduated from Sonoma State Uni-
versity with a Bachelor of Arts in Teacher Edu-
cation. He has also received a Non-Profit
Management Certification from The University
of Texas at Austin in 2012. Mr. Yaconelli has
used his education to aid his community
through times of hardship, serving as the Ex-
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ecutive Director of the Boys & Girls Club since
2017. Before serving as Executive Director,
Mr. Yaconelli had served on the Club’s staff
for more than 20 years and as Associate Ex-
ecutive Director for four and half years.

Drawing on his years of community service,
Mr. Yaconelli has shown an immense capacity
to exercise moral leadership and empathy
through natural disasters and on-going adver-
sity. He worked with the Club staff to deliver
more than 25,000 meals to the community,
day-to-day, during the devastating Glass Fire.
Recognizing that many of the people who
were affected by the fire had lost their homes
and were ineligible to receive disaster relief
funds, Mr. Yaconelli worked with the Club to
distribute more than $70,000 in direct gifts to
fifteen club families. Particularly, he helped
distribute three cars to families that lost their
vehicles in the fire, along with an additional
$15,000 in individual grants to help them get
back on their feet.

Trent Yaconelli’s tireless work over these
past fourteen years should not go unnoticed.
The support that he has given to the families
and children of Calistoga and St. Helena has
undoubtedly improved the livelihood of his
community. In this spirit, Mr. Yaconelli is cur-
rently serving the students of the St. Helena
Unified School District while they are partici-
pating in distance learning. His encompassing
knowledge of his community continues to
serve the youth and the families that need him
the most.

Madam Speaker, Trent Yaconelli exempli-
fies strong integrity and leadership through his
dedication to public service. It is therefore fit-
ting and proper that we honor him here today.

————
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Ms. JAYAPAL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the memory of longtime Seattle resi-
dent Tony Lee, who died on November 12,
2020. Over his more than 30-year career,
Tony had a deep and personal impact on our
community. He leaves behind a tremendous
legacy of dedicated public service.

Tony Lee was a kind-hearted friend, activist
and advocate, and a devoted family member.
He was humble and wise. Those of us lucky
enough to have known him will forever re-
member his booming, infectious laugh.

Tony joined the Seattle community at a
young age, when he immigrated to the United
States from China via Brazil with his family.
He went on to graduate from Harvard and
earn a law degree from the University of
Washington. Upon starting his career as a
lawyer, Tony quickly found his true calling:
civil rights advocacy.

Tony began his career as an attorney for
Evergreen Legal Services, representing the
needs of indigent clients as well as immigrants
and refugees. He later served as the Advo-
cacy Director for Solid Ground, where he led
the anti-poverty, anti-racist organization’s work
to save cash assistance programs for people
with disabilities and mental illness, expand
Medicaid to cover dental care, and overcome
housing discrimination in Washington State
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over 21 years. He is widely recognized for his
leadership in creating and maintaining critical
safety net services for immigrant and refugee
communities, making Washington State a
shining example for immigrant inclusion na-
tionwide.

Tony’s advocacy and activism stretched well
beyond his formal work positions, putting him
frequently at the forefront of important efforts
and movements. Among these, Tony fought
for rent control, on peace and social justice
issues and for economic justice. He helped
found the Statewide Poverty Action Network
and create the Food Assistance Program,
which promotes expanding public benefits and
broadening the safety net for low-income peo-
ple in Washington State. He served as a lead-
er with the Equity in Education Commission,
the King County Chapter of the Asian Pacific
Islander Coalition, Seattle Human Services
Coalition, Church Council of Greater Seattle,
the Washington Association of Churches, and
the Catholic Archdiocese.

Even after his semi-retirement in 2014, Tony
could still be found advocating in the halls of
the Washington State Legislature, where he
was, in the words of Representative Frank
Chopp, the “conscience of Washington State.”

| had the pleasure of working with Tony
over the more than decade | spent organizing
for immigrant rights, doing lobby days in the
state capitol, advocating for poor people and
the most vulnerable and fighting for immi-
grants and refugees, and there was simply no-
one who knew the subject matter better or
was more devoted than Tony Lee.

Tony will be dearly missed, and his tremen-
dous legacy promoting a more just and kind
Seattle will continue to grow through the com-
munities and lives he touched. He is survived
by his wife, Angela Bartels; former wife, Shar-
on Lee; his son, Chris; siblings Bernadette,
Cecilia, Joe, Marie, and Mary; and many
nieces and nephews.

For his years of dedicated and compas-
sionate service. | am proud to express my
deep appreciation for Tony Lee and his advo-
cacy for the most vulnerable members of our
community. My heart is with his loved ones
during this difficult time. May he rest in power.

————
IN RECOGNITION OF JOE
SCHUMACHER’S 20 YEARS OF

DEDICATED PUBLIC SERVICE TO
VIRGINIA’S FIRST CONGRES-
SIONAL DISTRICT

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 14, 2020

Mr. WITTMAN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in recognition of Joe Schumacher in
honor of his 20 years of dedicated public serv-
ice to Virginia’s First Congressional District.
Joe began his service to Virginia’s First Dis-
trict with my predecessor, Congresswoman Jo
Ann Davis, and has been with my office for
the entirety of my time in Congress as well. |
would like to take this time to recognize Joe’s
milestone of 20 years with Virginia’s First Dis-
trict.

Joe is a native Virginian, an Air Force vet-
eran, and a graduate of the University of Vir-
ginia. During his time as my District Director,
Joe has exemplified the meaning of a “Serv-
ant Leader”. From overseeing the district staff
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